Travellers In Sthrn. India (1500-80)

sublime, at least from, the moderately sensible,
to the ridiculous. "When, a noble accuses a
noble," says Barbosa, " they have ordeal by
boiling butter/* The same absurdity which
Conti had remarked in the Hindu parts of
Southern India was still to be found at Calicut
and, no doubt, elsewhere on the Malabar coast
and in the interior. On this, at least, the civi-
lising influence of the Moorish traders had had
no effect.

As to the lower classes, their lot was pitiable.
" If any low people commits a robbery, if they
find the thing stolen in his hand, or if he con-
fess, if he is a gentile, they execute him. They
set some high posts with sharp points and small
stand, and they cut off his head with a sword,
and spit him through the back and pit of the
stomach. The point comes out a cubit and on it
they spit his head. They then tie ropes to his
legs and arms, and fasten them to four posts, so
that the limbs are stretched out and the body
on its back upon the stand."* In like circum-
stances a Moor had the privilege of being
stabbed instead of being beheaded, but the
goods stolen became the property of the
governor. If, on the other hand, the thief
neither confessed nor was taken in flagrant?
delicto, boiling oil, or, in the case of a Moor, a
red-hot axe, was brought into requisition. If the
application of these did no injury to the

* Ssrbosa^ Hak. Sac. edition, p. 116.
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